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Chapter 1
The Queen Who Lost Her Crown
Esther 1-2:7
1. What are the two books in the Bible named after women? Ruth & Esther 
2. Where was the setting for the book of Esther? (v. 2) Shushan, the capital of Persia
3. Who was the king and by what other name is he known? (v. 1) Ahasuerus, Xerxes I
4. Who was in attendance at the king’s party and how long did the party go on? (vs. 3-4) The king’s princes and servants, and the nobles and princes of the 127 provinces; 180 days – 6 months
5. In what year of his reign did this take place? (v. 3) Third year
6. What details do you find most impressive about the description of the garden feast? (vs. 5-7) 
7. According to verses 7-8, what do we know about the wine? It was royal – the best, served in gold goblets – appealing to taste and sight, in abundance – drink all you wanted and then more
8. Who entered the scene in verse 9 and what was she doing? Queen Vashti, hosting a feast for the women 
9. What was Ahasuerus wanting to show off about Vashti? (v. 11) Her beauty – she was fair to look on
10. What was her response to the king’s command? (v. 12) She refused
11. Why do you think Ahasuerus was so irate over Vashti’s disobedience? He was humiliated in front of his princes, he didn’t get his way, he had never been refused a command before, his wife didn’t obey him as a husband
12. To whom did the king turn for advice? (vs. 13-14) The wise men – seven princes of Persia
13. Whom did Memucan say had been wronged in addition to the king? (v. 16) All the princes and people in the province of the king
14. What was his advice to the king regarding Vashti? (v. 19) Replace her
15. When did King Ahasuerus “remember” Vashti? (2:1) When his wrath was appeased
16. What do you think is implied by “he remembered Vashti?” He thought about what he had done and was regretful over it
17. List the four steps proposed in the search for the new queen. (vs. 2-4)
1. Seek fair young virgins for the king          3.  Give them things for purification
2. Appoint officers to gather virgins             4.  King chooses one who pleases him
18. In verses 5-7, list everything we are told about Mordecai. Jew, son of Jair, direct descendant of Kish (king Saul), a Benjamite, resided in Shushan because of Jews captivity, sole guardian to his cousin, Esther, “father” to Esther
19. List everything about Esther. Named Hadassah, called Esther, raised by male cousin, orphan, no father or mother, fair and beautiful
20. The name of God may not be mentioned, but what is clearly evident? His providence
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Chapter 2
The Quest for a Queen
Esther 2:5-3:7
1. What does Esther (Persian name) mean? Star
2. What does Hadassah (Hebrew name) mean? Myrtle
3. How did Hegai view Esther? (v. 9) He was pleased with her and kind to her, he preferred her
4. Why do you think Mordecai wanted Esther to keep her nationality secret?
5. What was the order of events for each girl’s “try-out”? (v. 12) 12 months of beauty treatments, 6 months bathing in oil of myrrh and 6 months of perfumes and cosmetics – then her night with the king
6.  What granted the girls access to the king after that first night? (v. 14) He had to delight in her and call her by name
7. How do you think Esther was feeling as she made the walk from the house of women to the king’s bed chamber? Scared, nervous, hopeful, sick, childlike, weighed down, relief – it was almost over
8. Unlike the other women, what did Esther take with her? (v. 15) She required nothing, only what Hegai appointed
9. With whom had Esther gained favor? (v. 15) All who looked upon her
10. At what point during the king’s reign did Esther gain her audience? (v. 16) The 10th month of his 7th year
11. What three responses did Esther receive from Ahasuerus that led to her queenship? (v. 17) Love, grace, favor
12. Why do you think Ahasuerus chose Esther?
13. Where do we find Mordecai sitting? (v. 19) In the king’s gate
14. What did not change about Esther? (v. 20) She continued to conceal her nationality and to obey Mordecai
15. While doing his job, what did Mordecai discover? (v. 21) A plot to kill the king
16. How was Mordecai rewarded? (v. 23) He wasn’t, just written in the record book
17. As an Agagite, from whom did Haman descend? (1 Sam. 15) Agag, king of Amalek
18. What did Mordecai refuse to do? (v. 2) Bow to Haman
19. Why do you think he refused?
20. Who told Haman about Mordecai and why? (v. 4) Other officials, to see what would happen to Mordecai
21. To what point in Ahasuerus’ reign have we come? (v. 7) 1st month of the 12th year
22. What does the word “Pur” mean? (v. 7) Lot
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Chapter 3
Murder in the Making
Esther 3:8-4:11
1. Did Haman tell the king specifically which people he was talking about? (v. 8) No, vague
2. What did Haman cause the king to believe about this people in his kingdom? (v. 8) They were a threat to the king, he wasn’t in control of his subjects
3. How much silver did Haman offer the king’s treasuries? (v. 9) 10,000 talents
4. What was the king’s response to Haman’s proposal? (v. 10) He gave him his ring 
5. Does it look as though the king took Haman’s money? (v. 11) No, he offered him use of the kingdom’s silver
6. What did the king say Haman could do to the people? (v. 11) What seemed good to him
7. According to verse 12, how were the letters prepared? All Haman’s words were written in every language of the realm and sealed by the king’s ring
8. What three words were used to describe Haman’s desired end of the Jews? (v. 13) Destroy, kill and perish
9. What was the exact date for this annihilation? (v. 13) The 13th of Adar
10. What were the killers allowed to take from the dead Jews? (v. 13) Anything of value, spoils
11. What do we find crazy about verse 15? The whole city was in crisis mode yet the king and Haman sat down and drank
12. Where did Mordecai go to show his grief? (4:2) Before the king's gate
13. Was Mordecai the only one to react in such a heart-wrenching way? (v. 3) No, all the Jews fasted, weeping and wailing in sackcloth and ashes
14. Who informed Esther of Mordecai’s state? (v. 4) Her maids and chamberlains
15. What was Esther’s response? (v. 4) Sent him clean clothes
16. Who was Esther’s go-between? (v. 5) Hatach
17. What did his report from Mordecai to Esther entail? (vs. 7-8) Every detail of the king’s edict and impending doom of the Jews, urgency for Esther to act – to save her people and herself
18. How did Esther feel about what Mordecai asked of her? (v. 11) He asked too much of her, she could lose her life
19. What assumption can we make about the king in regard to this “thirty-days”? (v. 11) He had found pleasure elsewhere 
20. What do you think was Esther’s thought process in her response to Mordecai? (v. 11) She wasn’t making excuses but rather pleading for some other solution
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Chapter  4
Courage Under Fire
Esther 4:12-5
1. What were Mordecai’s two strong points of persuasion to Esther? (vs. 12-14) She wouldn’t escape just because she was in the king’s house – She was still a Jew, if she did nothing, she and her father’s house would die; This may be the very purpose she was made queen
2. What did Esther decide to do? (v. 16) Go before the king
3. What did she call for and what did it include? (v. 16) A fast, 3 days of no food or drink
4. What groups or individuals were summoned to join in? (v. 16) All the Jews in Shushan, and Esther and her maids
5. What accompanies fasting throughout Scripture? Prayer
6. What does “And if I perish, I perish” mean to you? (v. 16)
7. How did Esther dress for her crucial appearance before the king? (5:1) Royal apparel
8. How did Mordecai respond to Esther’s plea? (4:17) He did all she commanded him
9. What do you think was going through Esther’s head as she approached the throne room?
10. What meaning do you find in, “she obtained favor in his sight”? (v. 2) She won it
11. What did the king’s extended scepter offer Esther? (v. 2) Life, if he didn’t extend it, she would die
12. What were Ahasuerus’ first words to Esther after sparing her life? (v. 3) What wilt thou, queen Esther? And what is thy request? It shall be given thee to the half of the kingdom
13. What was Esther’s request? (v. 4) That the king and Haman come to a banquet
14. Why do you think Esther invited Haman to either banquet? 
15. Why do you think Esther didn’t come right out and tell the king her request? 
16. What was Haman’s mood as he left Esther’s banquet? (v. 9) Joyful and glad hearted
17. What quenched his good mood? (v. 9) Mordecai returned to the king’s gate and wouldn’t bow or even stand and move out of his way
18. Why do you think Haman went home and threw his own party? (v. 10) He needed his ego stoked
19. Haman had everything he could possibly want but one. What was it? (v. 13) Mordecai to bow to him
20. What did Zeresh and his friends advise Haman to do? (v. 14) Build a gallows 50 cubits high, get permission from the king and hang Mordecai on it
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Chapter 5
Sleepless in Shushan
Esther 6
1. What is “on that night” referring to, in verse 1? The night of Esther’s first banquet, the night Haman had partied with his wife and friends, the night the gallows for Mordecai were being built
2. What did the king request for his insomnia? (v. 1) Read him the book of records
3. What did the king discover and why do you think this is important? (v. 3) Nothing had been done for Mordecai, God wanted Mordecai to have favor with the king
4. Who just happened to come into the outer court? (v. 4) Haman
5.  Write the exact words Haman thought to himself. (v. 6) To whom would the king delight to do honor more than to myself
6. How do you think Haman was able to answer so quickly with his extravagant plan? (v. 7) He had played it over in his mind and put himself in the scenario
7. How did Haman want the man to be dressed? (v. 8) Dressed in the king’s own royal robe
8. How did Haman want the man to ride? (v. 8) Upon the king’s own royal horse
9. What did Haman want put on the man’s head? (v. 8) The king’s own royal crown
10. Who did Haman want to parade the man and what was to be proclaimed? (v. 9) One of the king’s most noble princes, Thus shall it be done to the man the king delighteth to honor
11. Would the king’s reminder that Mordecai sat in the king’s gate be further irritation to Haman? If so, why? (v. 10) Yes, this is the place Mordecai refused to bow
12. According to verse 11, what happened? Haman preformed all he suggested
13. What do you imagine was Mordecai’s reaction to the attention and honor? 
14. To where did Mordecai return after his parade of honor? (v. 12) The king’s gate
15. In contrast, where did Haman go and how? (v.12) Home, hastily, mourning and with his head covered
16. Who did Haman call upon to share in his misery? (v. 13) His wife, Zeresh, his friends (among whom were his wise men)  
17. What strong statement did they make regarding Haman’s conflict with Mordecai? (v. 13) Thou shalt not prevail against him
18. What reason did they give for their certainty? (v. 13) Haman had set out to destroy the Jews and Mordecai was a Jew, now Haman would be destroyed by the Jews
19. Who came for Haman at that time and why? (v. 14) The king’s chamberlains, to bring Haman to Esther’s second banquet
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Chapter 6
The Man Who Came to Dinner
Esther 7
1. At what course of the dinner did the king again ask Esther her petition? (v. 2) The wine course
2. What was the king’s generous offer to Esther? (v. 2) Up to half the kingdom
3. How did Esther address the king in verse 3? First person – “in thy sight, o king.”
4. Why do you think Esther used 3 descriptive words for how her people were to die? Remind him of the edict he had approved of
5. What condition would have kept her from bothering the king? (v. 4) If they were simply sold as slaves
6. Why do you think she brought this up? To make him realize he would be losing something important
7. What is meant by “the enemy could not countervail the king’s damage”? (v. 4) The enemy could never compensate for the king’s loss – the loss of his queen and wife
8. What do you think the king is trying to accomplish in asking the question in verse 5? Put all the blame on someone else
9. What do you imagine was going through Haman’s mind when Esther identified him? It wasn’t me! What are you talking about? You’re not a Jew!
10. What two names did Esther call the wicked Haman? (v. 6) Adversary and enemy
11. Why do you think the king stormed out of the banquet? (v. 7) He was too angry to look at Haman, his guilty conscience was bothering him
12. What did Haman realize? (v. 7) Evil was determined against him by the king
13. Why did Haman stay behind when the king left? (v. 7) To beg for his life   
14. Where do we find Haman as he begged for his life? (v. 8) Fallen upon the queen’s bed 
15. What was the king’s assumption upon returning? (v. 8) That Haman was trying to force himself upon the queen
16. Upon word from the king, what did they do to Haman? (v. 8) Covered his face
17. Which chamberlain came up with a plan? (v. 9) Harbonah
18. How did Haman’s life end? (v. 10) Hung on the very gallows he had built for Mordecai to be hung on
19. What was the state of mind of the king after Haman was hanged? (v. 10) His wrath was pacified
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Chapter 7
Stand for Your Life
Esther 8
1. What did the king do with Haman’s estate? (vs. 1-2) The king gave it to Esther 
2. What was revealed about Mordecai? (v. 1) What he was to Esther
3. How did the king pay respects to Mordecai? (v. 2) Gave him his ring and probably made him Prime Minister
4. What irony do we see at the end of verse 2? Haman wanted to destroy Mordecai, yet in the end Mordecai is governing his estate
5. What threat still hung over the Jews? Death
6. How is Esther seen in verse 3? Fallen at the king’s feet, in tears 
7. According to verse 5, what was the sum of Esther’s request? To reverse the writing of the edict
8. What were Esther’s final reasons for the king to overrule the edict? (v. 6) I could not endure it if my people die 
9. What two actions had Ahasuerus already performed for them? (v. 7) Given them the house of Haman and hanged Haman on the gallows 
10. What did Ahasuerus tell Esther and Mordecai to do? (v. 8) Write a new edict for the Jews
11. When was the new edict written? (v. 9) 23rd day of the third month
12. Give a summation of the new edict. (v. 11) The Jews were to gather and kill anybody that would try to bring them harm – permission to fight back
13. What 2 rights were the Jews granted in the new edict? (v. 11) The king granted the Jews which were in every city to _____________________________________, and ______________________________________________ 
14. The edict specifically stated “all the people that would assault them.” What is this telling us about the way the Jews fought? They could defend themselves but they couldn’t be the instigators
15. What 2 words tell us the couriers acted in urgency? (v. 14) Hastened and pressed
16. Describe Mordecai as he left the king’s presence. (v. 15) Wearing royal apparel of blue and white with a great crown of gold on his head, and a purple garment of fine linen
17. What was the reaction of the city of Shushan? (v. 15) Rejoicing and glad
18. Describe the scene throughout the realm in verse 17. As the Jews heard the new edict, they were full of joy and gladness, they feasted, many non-Jews became Jews 
19. List the four response of the Jews to Mordecai’s edict. (v. 16) Light, gladness, joy, and honor
20. What is meant by “many of the people of the land became Jews? (v. 17) Joined in their faith
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Chapter 8
Oh, How the Tables Turn
Esther 9:1-22
1. What contrary happening took place in verse 1? The Jews had rule over them that hated them
2. How was it possible that no man could withstand the Jews? (v. 2) The fear of them fell upon all the people
3. How many men were initially killed in the capital city of Shushan? (v. 6) 500
4. Who are the ten names mentioned in verses 7-9? Haman’s 10 sons
5. What were Esther’s requests of Ahasuerus in verse 13? The Jews in Shushan allowed to fight again the next day, the bodies of Haman’s sons be hanged on the gallows
6. If Esther’s request was spiteful, what might be her reasonings? Testing the kings good favor, show the power and vengeance of the Jews, show her power as queen
7. Spitefulness aside, what might be a good reason for Esther’s request? Jew’s enemies who hid the first day would be caught off guard the second
8. What is repeated in verses 10, 15 and 16? They laid not their hands on the spoils/prey
9. Under whose reign had the Jews previously plundered the Amalekites? (1 Sam. 15:13-23) King Saul
10. Why do you think the Jews didn’t take the spoils? Didn’t want to make the same mistake twice, correction of King Saul’s sin
11. What was the death count on the second day of vindication? (v. 15) 300
12.  How many men lost their lives throughout the 127 provinces? (v. 16) 75,000
13. Why did the Jews in Shushan celebrate their victory 24 hours after those outside the capital? (vs. 17-18) Jews in Shushan fought for 2 days while those outside the city only fought 1 day
14. What does verse 17 say they did on the 15th day? Rested, feasting
15. What did Mordecai establish among the Jews? (v. 21) The Jews were to keep the 14th and 15th of Adar as a feast and sending portions to each other annually 
16. According to verse 22, what were they celebrating? The day they rested from their enemies
17. List specifically what was “turned” for the Jews. (v. 22) Sorrow to joy, mourning to a good day
18. What did they send to one another and who did they include? (v. 22) Portions, the poor
19. What has Christ turned for you? 
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Chapter 9
Purim: The Feast of Lots
Esther 9:23-10
1. What kind of insight are we given in the synopsis of verses 23-28? Why Purim exists, the meaning behind it, and why Esther was written
2. Why is the Jewish holiday called “Purim”? (v. 26) Named after Pur – cast lots
3. According to verses 27 and 28, what did the Jews ordain and take upon themselves? Keep the 2 days as a celebration annually without fail throughout their generations
4. What do the Jew today observe on the 13th of Adar? A fast
5. Where does the term “Megillah” come from? Public reading in the synagogues of the whole book of Esther 
6. What happens when Haman’s name is mentioned in the reading of the whole Megillah? They stomp their feet, make noise, hit stones together, shout
7. What are Mishloach Manot?  Gift/Purim baskets, “sending of portions”
8. What is taking place in our last glimpse of Esther? (vs. 31-32) She is last seen writing a decree to confirm Purim – The Decree of Esther
9. What is our last glimpse of Ahasuerus? (10:1) Laying a tribute on the land (tax)
10. What is taking place in our last glimpse of Mordecai? (10:3) Next unto the king, great among the Jews, accepted of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, speaking peace to all his seed
11. What is something new you learned from this study? 








